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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Agricultural préduction in Bahrein and Saudi Arabia. 


James Terry ok Vice President of California Arabian 
Standard 011 Sompany called at the Department 
requesting name of an agricultural expert 
in connection with desire of Company to increase,- 
to obviate the necessity of large food importations. 
Name of Franklin Harris was suggested. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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Has the Department any information as to the 


appointment of an agricultural expert to Saudi 
Arabia. 
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Department of Interior irrigation expert has been selected 
and choice of Department of Agriculture expert lies between two 
officials. It is planned to send Twitchell as head of this 
mission, which has received the President's informal approval. 
It is hoped that the President will send a letter to Ibn Saud 
and that you will find it possible to present in person this 
message, which would offer the Mission as an evidence of good 

will. For your strictly confidential information, the Army 
Air Corps is considering the desirability of establishing one 
or more airfields in Saudi Arabia on the basis of a suitable 
quid pro quo but has not yet made a decision of principle. 
You may, therefore, be requested to take this matter up at 
the time of your visit. 

As soon as these matters take definite form, which 


should occur in the near future, you will be promptly advised. 
Veg | 
reser q oe te 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 
(Telephone) 


DATE: May 14, 1941. 
SUBJECT: PROPOSAL TO SEND A COMMISSION OF EXPERTS OF DEPARTMENTS 
OF AGRICULTURE AND OF THE INTERIOR TO SAUDI ARABIA 


PARTICIPANTS: Commissioner John C. Page, Bureau of Reclamation, 


Department of the Interior 
Mr. Merriam -— 
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Commissioner Page said that yesterday he had received 
a call from Mr. K. S. Twitchell regarding the latter's sug- 
gestion that a group of agricultural and reclamation experts 
be sent.to assist King Ibn Saud. He was well disposed to 
the idea and intended to discuss it with the Secretary of 
the Interior 
Agpieulture today. The Department of the Interior, he said, 
might send us a letter on the subject, and he, for one, could 
easily understand, in the present international situation, 
how important it was to keep Ibn Saud well disposed to the 
democracies. While the work of such a commission would teice| 
some time to bear fruit, there could be nothing sounder tran 


assistance designed to improve the agricultural position of 


Saudi 
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Saudi Arabia and doubtless the gesture of sending a commis- 
sion would greatly encourage the King and was the important 
consideration at present. 

Replying to my question as to what the basic interest 
of the Department of the Interior was in the matter, Com- 
missioner Page said that, of course, no benefit to American 
agriculture or reclamation would result from work in Saudi 
Arabia. On the other hand, his Department from time to 
time made the services of its experts available to foreign 
governments as an act of general good-will and comity, and 
he felt that in the present circumstances his Department 
would be glad to help in every possible way in Saudi Arabia. 

In response to another question, the Commissioner said 
that he frankly did not know on what legal basis Department 
of Interior experts could be sent to Saudi Arabia, but that 
this point could be ascertained at any desired time. 

I told Commissioner Page that we very much appreciated 
his interest, that it was our understanding that Mr. Twitchell 
would give his proposal in writing, and that we would be glad 
to receive any communication which his Department might 
desire to send us on the subject. I added that if and when 
the matter should reach a more advanced stage we would 
doubtless desire to discuss specific questions such as 
personnel and the basis on which experts of the Department 


or 


183813 
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of the Interior could be made available for such a mission. 


Commissioner Page said that he would be glad to discuss 





those matters at any time. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE Pi 


Memorandum of Conversation 
DATE: June 20, 1941 













SUBJECT: Financial Assistance and Agricultural Advisers for 
King Ibn Saud. 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Neville Butler, Minister-Counselor of 
British Embassy. 
Mr. Murray 
men ik DEPARTMENT OF STATE ee 
COPIES TO: | 
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Mr. Butler stated that about two weeks ago Mr. K. S. 
Twitchell had called on him and had outlined his plan, 
which he had presented to the Department, to send agri- 
cultural and reclamation advisers to King Ibn Saud. Mr. 
Butler said that he had sent an account of Mr. Twitchell's 
conversation by telegraph to London and that he was now 
in receipt of a reply. 

The Foreign Office stated in this reply that it had 
referred the matter to the British Minister at Jedda, who m 
was distinctly in favor of the proposal. The British Goverbr 
ment added that it also would welcome the sending of such ‘a 
a mission to King Ibn Saud and proposed that it be headed | 
by Mr. Twitchell and that he be assisted by competent ex- 
perts. | = - 
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The instruction from London went on to say that al- 
though the British Government favored this agricultural . 
mission, it was obvious that it would bring benefits to 
King Ibn Saud only over a long term. Meanwhile the King 
was in desperate need of financial assistance. The in- 
struction added that the payment to Ibn Saud by the 
British Government had been increased recently, and it 
was expected that another substantial payment to him 
would be made in the near future. The British Govern- 
ment expressed the hope, however, that this Government 
would find it possible also to extend financial assistance 
to Ibn Saud and in that way to support his régime. 

It was indicated to Mr. Butler that word had come to 
us that some means was being sought to carry out the plan 
proposed by the California Arabian Standard Oil Company 
for the purchase of oil by the United States Government, 
the money used in payment to go to the King. It was in- 
dicated that this matter was now in the hands of Mr. Jesse 
Jones, who, it was understood, was trying to find some 
means of carrying it into effect. Mr. Butler indicated 
his appreciation of the efforts which were being made to 


find some solution for this problem. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT 
Government experts on agriculture, irrigation and roads: 
Suggest we might at Ibn Saud's request place small group: 
ef - at his disposal. ¢ 
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Offer of services of American @ gricultural 


experts to Saudi Arabia. 


Expresses views on -. 
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Gordon Merriam, Esq. 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs S 
Department of State 

Washington, D. OC. 


SEP 25 19 Vo 


DIVISIO 


NEAR EASTERNYAFFAIRS 





Dear Mr. Merriam: 


I herewith enclose for your files the 
letter I have written to His Majesty, King Ibn 
Saud, after making the alterations which you 
approved yesterday. 


If by any misunderstanding on my part, 
\,* you or Mr. Alling think any other modification 
x is advisable, I know that you will inform me at 
once so that I may instruct New York to have it 
made; but after your reading over the entire 
modified letter, I feel sure nothing further is 
necessary. 


; The cable, as well as the letter, is 
being sent to New York for them to transmit. 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


CD 
ee K. S. Twitchell a 
Enc. 


RHOBLV mBept , 19 Copy / 
rege " ember 21, 1941 LS aia 








Sines I had the privilese and 
pleasure of the neetings with you about a year ago, I 
have been doing uy best to carry out the wishes as you 
expressed’ them verbally te as and as vere written on 
august 16. 


The Synfiieste has done ite beet 
te asciet by authorising ay tripe te Yeshingten, our 
Southwestern States, and California. Ae I stated in 
ay cathe I have trevelled over 17,600 kilometers in 
studying conditions where asthods are in use vhich may 
be of benefit te your agrieultasal avens of Mi Tharj, 


and other parte of Fajé, ani your great kington. 
During thie trip I hel conferences im Cnlifernia with 
the only firm I could find which wee interested in 
vovking in Saul Arcbia with pumpe and equipzent. 
Thie five fe the Peerless Pump Soempany of Los Angeles, 
California. 


Mr. Yernen “Adler, General Manager 
of the Peerless Pw Company, and I spent uany hours dis- 
cussing how vosk could be undertaken os you desire. The 
result was hie letter which 7 herewith enclese. 


Im Sem Prenciees I saw Mr. Hamilton 
dnd Mr. Davies, as well oe other offieiale of ©.A.5.0.6e; 
all are anxious te assist we in carrying out your desives. 


On ay return to New York I went 
Over all this uatter with My. Guess anf Mr. Gecdvin of 
the Syn@icate. They aypruved thet [ should go te VYashingten 
to confor with our Government to obtain opinions of experts. 


Gur State Depertuent wae most 
anxious te be of assistance and introduced me to the 
heade of the Departuente of Agriculture, Reclamation, 
Tnfien Affaire, anf Publie Reale. I told these Departnents 
about your letter, your prodiens anf conditions, the 


inforention I haf gathered in ay trip through the 
Southwestern States. and the views of Mr. Mier, the 

of] company anf curecives. All these Government officials 
were most interveted and thought that experts eould be 
found to carry out the required investigations te the 
saxivean officiensy. ch examinations and reports 

they felt sure would be the sound fornéation on which 
the water and egricultaral develepaeate you desire 
could be based, planned and carrie’ out. In aldition, 

i would very mach ifke te see a Road Snginesr make a 
trip te Acir te ecsfim ay recommendations of road routes. 
I Believe that the Waai Dthila will be dest for operating 
trudke and cara, although it sight cost more to construct 
than the Kenghie route I msked out. 


Aa yet 10 ie impossidie to say 
whether or act United States Government axperte could be 
token away from their present duties for such a servicer, 
or if 40 aight be necosenmy to try te find experte fron 
private life. Ye are also trring te find out vhat the 
Synfifeste ani the of] company could do about arronging 
mattere eo that a plan can be qubmitted for Your Majesty's 
consideration. I am heping that definite plane may be 
cabled you even before this letter arrives. 


September 20, 1942 
Page 4. 


3 wanted you to know that the Syndi- 
ente ie doing everything it ean te be of real avsictance 
to you, onli I wanted you te know of the progress of sp 
efforts te date. As I wae oo fortunate as te seoure the 
oi. and the wining development as you remested several 
years ago 2 hope success wey finally reevlt in thie aatter. 
With the present terribie upset in Vorld conditions due 
te mnduen Hitler there are more difficulties and delays 
then in normal tines. 


Very vest wiehes for all suecess 
anf proaperity. 


Yours Very wineerely, 


K. S. Svitehell 


me seoreiay 


My Gear Mr. Twitehel1: 

Thank you for your courtesy in sending, under 
eover of your letter of September 21, 1941 to Mr, Morrian, 
@ copy ef a letter whigh you intend to send te King Tbhn 
Saud, reporting on certain activities in which you have 
been engaged infermally on Hie Majesty's behalf. 

We have no comments to offer on the ;:roposed letter 
te the King under reference. 

Gincerely youre, 
For the Seeretary of State: 


Paul H. A 
Asting 
Pivision of Near Eastern Affaire 


My. K. 8 Twhtenell, 
an! In eave of Akorican Smelting 4 Refining Company, 
ili Equitable Building, ~ 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Proposed mission to Saudi Arabia of United States 
Agricultural adviser. 


Suggests sounding out King Ibn Saud on matter of 
finances for the - , 


LR 


For the original paper ‘from which reference is taken 


See Memorandum 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


From| State Department 
Dated .. September 23, 1941 BS | Wear Eastern affaires 
(Merriam) 
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Further to the Department's 115,/February 6, 9’p.m., TI 
funds have now been authorized for 4 QUOTE United States oO 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia UNQUOTE headed by > 
ay 
K, 8. Twitchell and having Albert Lee Wathen, Department (0) 
* of the Interior and James Guy Hamilton, Department of 
2 Agriculture, as members. It is hoped that the Mission 
RX will depart by air about March 15. It will proceed via 
Cairo and its work in Saudi Arabia will occupy a minimum 
of three monthe. 
The Saudi Arabian Legation at Catm should be in- 
formed of the foregoing with an expression of hope that 
the Saudi Arabian Government will furnish food, lodging, 
transport and such local personnel 4s may be required. 
You should also state that the President has addressed 2 
a letter to King Ibn Saud which will be delivered at the 3 
hh 
time of the Mission's arrival. ey 
CD 
For your strictly confidential information, the War [; ~ 
ct 
Department desires in principle to establish airfields *}' ad 
~— 
A 
ay 
bows 
Enciphered by _— o 
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in Saudi Arabia and expects to designate an officer 
in Cairo to accompany you when you present your creden- 
tials, the President's letter above mentioned, and the 
Agricultural Mission. The War Department desires the 
officer in question to make a survey and to prepare 
definite recommendations. The method of approach in this 
matter is left to your discretion after you consult with 
General Maxwell and, if you consider it desirable, with 
the British. It may be best to have the officer designated 
accompany you as a member of your staff and bring up the 
question of airfields after you re&ch Saudi Arabia, 

In connection with the establishment of a combined 
office at Jidda, in regard to which a separate message 
46 being sent, it is hoped to bring Moose to Cairo in 


on. 


r time to accompany you *mr your journey. 
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Please note that the President 





Murray : 


has added a postscript to this 
letter. Will you take care of 
getting this off? 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
February 14, 1942 








NOTE FOR THE FILE 


‘The postecript added in the President's 
hand to the original letter is worded as 
follows: 


"P.S. I have just seen some 
very interesting films of various 
places in your Kingdom which have 
pleased me. I wish that I could 
visit your country. 











Mareh 10, 1942 


No. /// 


The Honorable 
Alexander Kirk, 
American Minister, 
Cairo. 


Sirs 


Reference is made to the Department's telegram 
no. 165 of February 26, 10 p.m., 1942, in which it was 
stated that the President had issued a letter to 
His Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia, for delivery upon 
the arrival of the United States agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia in that country. 


The President's letter under reference is enclosed 
herewith. The Department desires you to deliver the 
letter to His Majesty in person. However, the message 
is so worded that if circumstances make it impossible 
for you to carry out this procedure, it can be delivered 
by eae person to be designated by you, in your dis- 
cretion. 


Very truly yours, 


For the Secretary of States 


Enclosures nA. BERL 


Unsealed envelope. 
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Charge to 19=112/30006 Emergency Fund March 19, 1942 
$ for the President, 


National Defense a 


(Allotment to State) 1942-43. 
Allocation No. 42/3-2. 


Otc LEGATION, 
so, 
ad The President has appointed K. S. Twitchell to 
head the United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi 
Arabia with James Guy Hamilton and Albert L. Wathen as 
associates. They are proceeding to Cairo with Admiral 
Standley's party and will remain for a short period for 
gor! consultation. Please give them all appropriate assistance. 
4° | 2. The President has granted $50,000 to the 
Department for the expenses of the Mission of which 
$30,000 is allotted to your office for expenses incurred 
abroad. ‘Twitchell has been bonded as agent cashier and 
has received a cash advance of $1,500 for running expenses. 
He has also been bonded as a certifying officer under the 
Act approved December 29, 1941. Please arrange to receive 
and pay vouchers certified by him, taking them up in 
your regular accounts under the symbol Quote 19-112/30006 


Emergency 
Enciphered by ____ 


Wd2/Sed 


eee. Sone 
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Emergency Fund for the President, National Defense 
(Allotment to State) 1942-1943. Allocation No. 42/3-2 
Unquote but segregating from State account of advances. 
On arrival at Cairo members of Missiong should be paid 
travel expenses and accumulated per diem from their homes 
in the United States in accordance with travel orders 
in their possession and transportation to Jidda should 
be purchased. Salaries will be paid by the Department 
in the United States. 

3. Please report total expenditures from above 
fund by telegraph every two months beginning May l. 
When office at Jidda is opened this allotment will be 
transferred there. Final statement of disbursements 


by your office should then be mac . 


Welles 
Acting Ye 
a eid, ‘a ot NE om . 
can ee % 
Sent by operator. M.D. iW . | pu = , 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT a, picuitural expert to Saudi Arabia. 


Request information as to the appointment of an -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
See Tel.$190,. LO aa — 


(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, sto.) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Agricultural Mission of technical experts to 
assist in the development of Arabia: 
Encloses message to the King of Saudi Arabia 
regarding - . 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See eT OTe eee reat] eee NETS eee 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated Februery 12,1942 a oe 
To President 
File No. ____. 890F.001 IBN Saud/ 30. 
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wei TELEGRAM RECEIVED" a 
This telegram must be Cairn RERVICE 4 
peraphrased before being Vs 
communicated to anyone Dated March 26, 1942 - | 
other than a Governnental. FROM LEE ‘a 
agency. (BR) RECta 6239 p.m. ; of 
Pad: Foreign te ae a 
Seeretery of State, fsx ‘tp 
/ %. 
Assistant Secrotary hington. ; 
= State , vA 
APR3 1942 46B, Merch 26, 4 p.me 





MR. SHAW 
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ASrions wiv ES ON TO SAUDI ARABIA 


The Government of Saudi Arabia having inquired of the 


MARCH 25, 1942 
No, 122 






Government of the United States whether the services of two 


American experts in irrigation and agricultural matters could 
be made available, this Government has organized an Agricul- 


tural Mission to Saudi Arabia. The Mission will examine and 


report to the Government of Saudi Arabia upon the water and 
agricultural resources of that country and the possibilities 
of their development. It will also conduct experimental 
plantings. The versonnel of the Mission, which has already 
departed, is as follows: 
Chief: Mr. K. 8S. Twitchell; 

Mo Members: Mr. Altert L. Wathen, Acting 
4 Chief, Enginecring Branch, 


Indian Bureau, United States 
Department of the Interior; 


ce 


Mr. James G. Hamilton, Regional 
Agronomist at Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Soil Conservation Ser- 
vicc, United States Department 
of Agriculture. 

Mr. Twitchell is an American citizen who has had exten- 
sive technical experience in Saudi Arabia. The other members 
are, as indicated, government experts familiar with conditions 
in a section of this country which are similar to those pre- 
vailing in Saudi Arabia. 

This Government is pleased to have been able to respond 


in this way to the inquiry of the Saudi Arabian Government. 
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ntti (DASHINGTON, D. Cin: AK. NE 
ERIE OF ST4p, March 18, 1942 ~~ 
C3 RECEIVED \ 
f ' Gordon Merriam ‘-_ 
MAR 2 3 1942 Division of Near Eastern Affairs resin UF P 
) JON OF @8tate Department i NEAR | a 
~ MGS TIONS BA 
ie —— 
SUBJECT: P o S$ A ; 
t © 
Following Plane. 0 
O 
Dear Mr. Merriam: Tl 
e 
I am herewith giving a list of the baggage, as you instructed Oo) 
this morning. I understand that you will send a duplicate of — 
this list to Lieutenant Ricks at the Municipal Airport, Miami, » 
Florida, but in order to avoid any chance of going astray, I ~ 
am sending him a duplicate of this letter. For his information, — 
I will repeat that thie is for the U.S. Agricultural Mission to ON 
Saudi Arabia, and all material is to be sent to me in care of 
the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. I have instructed Mr. 
A. L. Wathen, and he is passing this information on to Mr. J. G. 
Hamilton to make similar lists and to mark all baggage as above 
and send by Prepaid Express to let Lieutenant Earl T. Ricks, 
Municival Airport, Miami, Florida. 
#1. Typewriter Case - contents: medicine case 
and correspondence files. 
Weight - 32% 
#2. Carton - 60"x60" screen for projecting 
pictures, gift to King Ibn Saud. 
Weight - 22¢ Po 
“0 
#3. New Revelation Suitcase - contents: tropical ov 
clothing and 2 batteries for Zenith Radio. 
Weight - 61# ae 
r= 
#4. Carton - Zenith Portable Radio, gift for i 
Finance Minister. 
Weight 16¢ 





Mr. Gordon Merriam March 18, 1942 
‘State Department Page Two 


#5. Old Revelation Suitcase - contents: clothing, 
also spare lamps for projectors. 
Weight 49% abest 


#6. SVE Projector, gift to King Ibn Saud. 
Weight 9# 


#7. Cine Kodak Case - 3 spare 100' 16 mm. films 
and Cine Kodak loaded partly exposed. 
Weight - about 94 


Kind regards, and many thanks for the many facilities and 
wonderful arrangements you have made for us. 


Very sincerely, 


Fo 
K. 8S. Tw 11 
c/o The srican Legation 


Cairo, Egypt 


ce: let Lt. Barl T. Ricks 
Municipal Airport 
Miami, Florida 


April 28, 1949 


aa oeternis °° 


My Gear Lieutenant Rieke! 
I refer gh letter of March 21, 1942, regarding 


the forwarding age to Cairo vin Rep to the 
United Makas” hexkee a Miesion to Saudi Arabia. 

A telegram, Gated April 25, 1942, has been received 
froma Mr. Re 8, twa 


techell, Chief of the Mission areraee 
that a a ection screen (item number two in hie list) " 
a gift ing Ton Saud, has not resohed Cairo. 


Any information in ard to the article in cuestion 
which you can give me would be appreciate. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H, Alling 
thief, Division of Near Eastern Affaire 





First Lieutenant Farl T. Ricke, 
Control rh hen gt 


- a: | ee a sPlortda. 


4PR 28 10 
florea. 4-28-42 
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REFER IN REPL 90 Ti! FOLLOWING: COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


UNITED STATES 


- 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INJERIOR 4/24/¢ 
Irrigation OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 
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My dear Mr. Merriam: 


UIY! SION OF 
__NbAit EASTERN AFE 

















I have shipped via Railway Express prepaid to First Lte Earl 
T. Kicks, funicipel Airport, Miami, Florida, for forwarding to the 
Urtited States Agricultural Mission to Saudi, Arabia, care of the 
Anited States Legation, Cairo, Erypt, excess bagvare as follows: 


1 Leather brief case, contents - technical books, 
photos and photo slides, weicht 25 pounds. 


\ 1 Airplane type case, contents - clothing and 
miscellaneous articles, weight 34 pounds. 


1 Leather bag, contents - 
1 paeEtee stationery and booklets 


1 cigarettes 
1 “~ survey instruments and tripod 
| " photo films 
(Ad 2 ” medicine 
‘ \y 2 envelopes of maps 
a 3 technical’ books 
a? weight 51 pounds. 
¢ Total weicht 3 bags - 110 pounds. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pe N itl 


Ae Le Wathen 7 
Acting Chief Engineer 


CVEL 6% Udv 
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March 21, 1042 


AIR MaiL 


AIR MATL 


My dear Lieutenant Ricks te 


There are enclos herewith a copy of a letter 


dated March 18, 1942, from Mr. K. 8S. Twitchell, Chief, 


and a copy of a letter of March 19 from Mr. A. L. W a, 


United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, AM 


a member of the Mission, regarding excess weight baggage 
desired to be forwarded by air to Cairo, Feypt, where 
their address will be in care of the American Legation. 

We have not received a similar communication from 
Mr. J. G. Hamilton, the third member of the Mission, who, 
we understand, sent to you his excess baggage weighing 
slightly under one hundred pounds, the contents being 
similar in character to the baggage of Mr. Wathen. You 
are, of course, entirely at liberty to have any or all 
of the baggage of the members of the Mission opened for 
the purpose of verifying the contents. 


We 
First Lieutenant Earl T. nyse, 
Control Officer, 
Municipal ee 
orida ° 


¥1/V19°s068 


la 


We should greatly appreciate it if all of the 
baggage above mentioned could be forwarded by air to - 
Cairo at the earliest opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 
Enclosures: 
Copy of letters 
from Mr. Twitchell 
and Mr. Wathen. 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


wile 


3/21/42 
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a 
In reply 
refer to: ETR/edb. 
é e 
SUBJECT: Baggage for U.S. Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia. 
TO : Mr. Paul H, Alling, Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affiars, 


Washington, D. C. > 


1, In reply to your letter of April 2g, 1942, package containing 


motion picture screen for United States Agricultural Mission at Saudi 


Arabia, was shipped from this station on March 26, 1912, on C-55 airplene, 


bli ib 


- RICKS, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Asst. Control Officer. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT agricultural Mission 
Departure by air of = , scheduled for March 19, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Tehe#22l, 9mm .- sss _ 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 

Dated Mareh 16,1942 To | sero 

File No. _____123 Moose, James S./352.00 


@. 5. COVERNMENT PRinTine OFFICE 11640 


4) wo froug 


91 /v194068 


asses 
| Assistant Secretary 
of State 


MAY 15 1942 


WR. SHAW 
Secretary of Sta 


Washington. 
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qe} 764, twelfth, 
3 Following from Minister Kirk at Jidda Y 1.9 1942 
"May eleventh. Kindly inform Department that last 

member of Twitchell mission arrived in Saudi Arabia 






yesterday and that mission was presented to King this “4 
afternoon." 2 
e 
Oo) 
JACOBS 
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MU,S. Agric 
| Appropriation National Defense Emergency Fund 
| for the ong 


Waghi 
| ew York Camera Exchange, Dr 
| J. H. ANDREWS, Prop. 
| Telephone BEekman 3-2386-7 116 Fulton Street 
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mn: Our custom is to render a statement at 






t 
beginning of] each th of purch 
ine the above| and if 


an early: ce. (ALL OVER: 
t month, /uniess a 


g\ ; 
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April 16, 1942 


New York Camera Exchange, 

116 Fulton Street, 

gue 
New York, New York. Yo 
Sirs: oylr 

I have received your statement of April 2, 1942 
covering your sale of Maroh 10, 1942 in the amount of 
$97.84 to the United States Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia. 

In order that this account may be settled it is re- 
quested that the enclosed voucher form be signed as in- 
G@icat:d and returned to this office. Immediately upon 
its receipt the voucher will be administratively approved 


81/719° 3068 


and forwarded to the Disbursing Office, Treasury Depart- 
ment, for issuance of check. 


Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


cg i 
16 1042" Harry A. Havens 


Assistant Chief, Division of 
Foreign Service Administration 


closure; “ 


As above, —_ jo \ 
FA:CWS :LSM iii a | 
D ) 
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This tel . 
tate Cece EERGRAM RECEIVED, | 1942 . 


communicated to anyone_—______ 
other than a Governmentel Rec'd 1:45 p.eme, June 1 
agency. (BR) 

FROM 


— 
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D PAH mms | UF SLATE 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


DIVISION OF 
NEAK EASIEKN AFFAIRS 


899, May 31, noon. 
oe The following messege is transmitted at the 

“A request of the Legation Jtdda: 

"FROM TWITCHELL: 

Saudi Government wishes 35 tons federation and 
10 tons carly barreT wheet acclimeted Selt River Valley, 
Arizone also one quarter federation each of 2 best 
varieties barley to be recommended by University of 


Arizona also one million pounds each double dwarf 
milo maize and ee pdr planting one er aCYE Se 
Sugeest all seed be treated for smut. Strong double 
sacking essential. Saudi Government is also sendfiig 


for similar amounts Egyptian and Sindi Indian seed, 


Vis ‘IVI 
40 NOIS1Ald 


wheat. United States Agricultural Mission re commemads 


o 
o 
> 
4 
8 
@ 
=] 
° 
-= 
nm 
cr 
ad 
o 
e 


every effort be made with United States State and 





&gricultural Departments also MESC to supply the above 
to arrive Rastanura Iranian Gulf or Jidde or Fort 

Sudan by October at latest. Saudi Government will make 
payment through Guaranty Trust Company of New York as 
may be specified unless United States Government wishes 


to donate", 


KIRK 
EDA 


OS LTE eh ne 


AS 7 Cairo aoe 
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int nee wewow* 9 4 Oey, 


TO BE TRANSMITTED 


PREPARING OFFICE 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER 


“fFoull rate TELEGRAM SENT —aenerens. 


letter 
Night letter 


Charge Department Departinent of State 


eK 
Full rate Restricéted 


Day | 
ich letter : Washington, 


Charge to “Pay 
$ . 3 
Jam ERICAN LEGATION ee a 


CAIRO (EGYPT) 


Your 899, May 31, noon. 

It is suggested that the Saudi seed requirements 
from the United States be cleared with the MESC to 
ensure that the provision of the necessary shipping 
space will be supported by the American and British 
authorities concerned. Telegraph decision when 
reached. 

Agriculture believes that the desired seed is 
available but is making inquiries to establish this 
point. It will also furnish estimate of the cost. 

Agriculture states that the usual vrocedure in 
such cases is to acquire and plant small quantities and 
to use the seed obtained from such experimental plant- 
ings for commercial expansion. However, the large 
quantities now desired indicate a desire to proceed 
with large commercial plantings without loss of time. 
Agriculture does not question the judgment of the 

Agricultural 


Enciphered by 
TU Si I alc sca MAU a ac aes Wea oa ae cern cemnsinisii 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING Orrice 16—25292-1 
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WILL INDICATE WHETHER ; 
ae ne TELEGRAM SENT siete 
ee TN te Getiien baa 
Cimep Ba Deparhuent of State PARTAIR 
tate 
letter 
Night letter Washington, 
Charge to ' 
$ -2- 


Agricultural Mission but would be interested to learn 
of its reasons for wishing to inaugurate large-scale 


commercial production forthwith. 


Me 






tE/ BPM: EML de 
cn 
Enciphered by 
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PREPARING OFFI£E TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER SECRET 


Pia ie TELEGRAM SENT eeieean, 
oS a UN, a 
tore Doers Beparhuent of State PARTAIR 

ull rate 
i. Wahogm, 
7 © tog oftoor, § f 1942 
Micbins b Uppriee Taye Pee ee ais. MRR. ors. 
—, me, 738. 
CAIRO. - 
i 34 


Your 899, May 31, noon and 1005, June 16, 9 a.m. 

Department of Agriculture communicated request for 
seed to their correspondent at the University of Arizona 
who has obtained the following offer based on your 899 
from the Advance Seed Company of Phoenix: 
uit Able to supply immediately 35 tone of state 

certified white federation wheat seed at $3 per cwt 

FOB California shipping point. 50 (repeat 50) tons 
state certified early baart wheat seed at $3 per cwt 
FOB Arizona shipping point. 500 pounds each of arivat 
and vaughn barley at $2.25 per cwt FOB Arizona shipping 
point. The state certified hegari and double dwarf milo 
is all moved. However, can furnish one million pounds 
each Arizona hegari and milo good seed stock at $2 per 
cwt FOB Arizona shipping points. All above subject 
further confirmation and when quantity needed is deter- 
mined prompt shipment can be made. 

Department is asking Despatch Agent at New York to 


handle shipment and requesting him to state what 
Enciphered by. == 


ee | Se ; oe 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—26293-1 
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 


WILL INDICATE WHETHER SECRET 
Yell tale TELEGRAM SENT sieienetae 
Collect {on letter RESTRICTED 
Night letter CLEAR 
Charge Departments Deparhuent of State PARTAIR 
Full rate 
Bebe letter ~-2- W ashington, 
Charge to 


$ 
arrangements should be made for payment and what shipping 


and insurance instructions he requires from the Agricul- 
tural Mission or Saudi Arab Government. He is also being 
asked to estimate transportation costs for 50 tone of 
seed, His observations will be telegraphed when received. 
In replying thereto, Agricultural Mission will doubtless 
wish to restate and confirm amounts and varieties required. 
There are no ascertainable United States government 
funds which can be used to purchase or ship the seed, 
Agriculture considers that cash payment will be required 
prior to shipment from interior loading points, It is 
suggested that the support of the MESC for shipping space 
for 50 tons of seed be obtained without awaiting explan- 
ation of the Agricultural Mission. 
4 Repeat to Jiddane —m°.\ 2. 


mene Ta, 


ee ey Seer eee 


se 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—25293-1 


In reply refer to 
NE 890F 614/19 


My decr Mr, Fyfe: 


This Department has organized and sent to Saudi Arabia 
an Arricultural Mission to investigate conditions and to 
revort to the Government of thet country on ways and means 
for agricultural develovment. 


The Legation at Jidfa recently transnitted a message 

for Mr, Twitchell, the chief of the Mission, aeking that a 
total of approximately fifty tons of assorted varieties and 
agg Pap of wheet, barley end erain sorghum seed be sent. 

inquiry mede through the Department of Agriculture in- 
dicetes that the seed can be supplied by the Advance Seed 
Company, Phoenix, Arizona, which has made quotations F.0.B, 
shipping roints in Arizona for all of the amounts and 
varieties desired with the exception of the largest item, 
thirty-five tons of a certain tyne of wheet seed. In this 
instance the quotation is made F.0.8, California shipping 
point. Ase this Government haa no funds which can be used 
for purchasing or shivving the seed, nayment will have to 
be made by the Saudi Arab Government. However, we are 

anxious to facilitate the work of the Agricultural Mission 
and to extend courtesies to the Saudi Arab Government in 
every possible way, and should like to inquire whether your 
office would be willing to handle the purchsse and shipment 
of the seed. 


We are now informing the Legation at Jidda of the 
offer of the Advance Seed Company, from which the Agricul. 
tural Mission will be able to form an accurate idea of the 
cost of the seed F.0.B. interior ship»oing points. In order 
that the Agricultural Mission may be in a vosition to make 
a comprehensive recommendation to the Government of Saudi 
Arabia, we should appreciate it if you could furnish us 


with 
Mr, Howard Fyfe ; 
Despatch Agent, \7 
45 Broadway, wt 


New York, New York. ate 


"INE? 


Ey /19 


if Se! 


~~ 4% 
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with an estimate of the dost of shipping and insuring the 

to Ras Tanura on the Persian f, Jidda, or Port 

» preferably one of the two former, and also let us 
know what you a in the way of shipping instructions, 
ae well as the fal arrangements you uire to meet | 
the cost of the seed, shipping, insurance ineidental 
expenses, We are now informing the ation at Jidda of 
our assumption that cash payment for the seed will be re- 
quired prior to shipment from interior Leating points, and 
we are also request the Legation at Cairo to obtain the 
support of the Middle East me ¢ oe Center for the allotment 
of shipving space from the ed States to one of the 
points above mentioned for fifty tons:of seed. 


On receiving information from you as to your require- 
ments in regard to shipping instructions ard finaneial 
arrangements, we shall be glad to ‘Sew them to the 
Legetion at S1aae for tranemiesicn to the Agricultural 
Mission, The latter desires the seed to arrive by October 
at the latest. The Mission also haé stated that the Saudi 
Avab Government proposes to make payment through the 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York in such manner es the 
agency handling the matter may specify. 

4 
Paul H, Alli 


ng 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affeirs 


Sincerely yours, 
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DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


/Aemorandum of Conversation 


‘Telephone) 
a DATE: June 3, 1942 


SUBJECT: Grain Seed Desired by Saudi Arab Government. 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Allee 


Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, 
Department of Agriculture. 
Mr, Merriam. SAlWENT oe § 


ae A 
OM KRECHIVED %é 
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— EE ee = — = Sa rage oa 
ero 1— 1493 
4 With reference to Cairo's telegram no. 899/of 


r? May 31, noon, 1942, I informed Mr. Allee that as a first 

\ step we expected to telegraph to the Legation at Cairo 

b suggesting that the Saudi Arab Government's requirment 
of grain seed from the United States be cleared through 
the Middle East Supply Center at Cairo, in order that we 
could be sure of the support of the British authorities 
in obtaining the necessary shipping space. 


In response to questions, Mr. Allee stated as follows: 


Cc 
He did not doubt that the necessary quantities were 
available, but in order to be absolutely sure, he would 
make inquiries. The quantities desired were so large | 
that they seemed to indicate an intention to deal with. 
an emergency situation by large commercial plantings. 
The usual practice is to obtain, say, fifty bushels e&th 
of the various types of seed desired, plant them, and 
expand into commercial vroduction with the seed produced 
by the crop. This procedure, of course, involves the loss 
of a season. Mr. Allee did not question Mr. Hamilton's 
judgment in the matter, but stated that it would neverthe- 
less be of interest to ascertain why commercial production 


TH pd 


was 
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was wanted at once. He promised to let me know definitely 
whether the seed could be supplied, as well as an estimate 
of the cost, as soon as possible. He added that as the 

Saudi Arab Government had not established its credit with 


the seed producers, he thought payment would be required 
prior to shipment. 


NE; GPMerriam: EML 
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DIVISION OF FOREIGN 
SERVICE ADMJNISGTRATION 


coe WASHINGTON paige 






i : . LiVISION Or 
| “EAR DASTERN A 
My dear Mr. Secretary: ae 


I have received your letter of January 12 (your file NE 
890 F. 51/44), with further reference to the detail of an 
engineer to make an irrigation survey in Sauai, Arshia. 


This Department earnestly desires to be of as much assist-=- 
ance as possible in connection with the proposei mission to » 
Saudi, Arabia, and will arranze to detail Mre Albert Le wayhen, 
Director of Irrigation, Office of Indian Affairs, to make e 
irrigation study. I agree fully with your suggestion that this 
Government should stand the expenses of this mission to Arabia 
and this Department will be glad to donate Mr. Wathen's services 
if suitable arrangements can be legally made for compensation 
for his services in this behalf. Under appropriations now 
available to this Department, it is not believed that such 
funds could be used for this purposee Would it be possible 
to teke care of the matter through an allocation from the 
President's emergency fund made available by the Independent 
Offices Appropriation Act of 1942? 


If Mre Viathen is to be detailed to this duty, early advice 
would be appreciated as to the date you desire his services to 
be made available and the approximate time this detail will 
requiree I assume that the mission should either start promptly, 
in order to complete a satisfactory reconnaissance prior to the 
hot season, or postpone it until after September 1. 


In addition to the irrigation and agricultural experts 
mentioned in your letter, I would sugzest that you arrange to 
send Mre K. S. Twitchell, who, in his capacity of informal 
representative of the King of Saudi, Arabia, originally suggested 
the advisability of this missione I understand that Mr. 
Twitchell's services would probably be made available by the 


s 
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American Smelting and Refining Company upon request, and due 
to his intimate knowledge of the country, its people and their 
customs, gained over a long period of service there, I 

believe his presence there would be not only invaluable, but 
virtually essential to the real success of the mission. 


Sincerely yours, 


flare Retin 


i 


Secretary of the Interior. 


Honorable Cordell Hull, 


Secretary of State. 


March 17, Lo4¢ 


In reply refer to 
FA 907.5176 


qyol 


L 


/P 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 

In a letter of January 17, 1942 you advised the 
Department of State that the Department of the Interior 
would arrange to detail Mr. Albert L. Wathen, Director 


of Irrigation, Office of Indian Affairs, for duty as a = 
member of the United States Agricultural Mission to =. 
Saudi Arabia. Thexe is enclosed a copy of the ecpeiiannd 
that have been issued to Mr. Wathen authorizing the pay- = 
ment of his salary and expenses while he is on this detail S 
from the funds that have been allocated to the Department ©2 


of State for the expenses of the Mission. 

According to present plans, the members of the 
Mission will leave Washington on Mareh 19 for Cairo. 
As stated in the instructions to Mr. Wathen the Depart- 
ment of State will reimburse the Department of the 

Interior 

The Honorable 

Harold L. Ickes, 

Secretary of the Interior, 


Nd /sd 
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thterior for his salary while he is on this detail, I 
understand thet his salety is at present at the rate of 
$6)000 per anoum but thet it will probably be increased 
to $6,500 per annum in the near future, Bills for 
Mr. Wathen’s ealary on form no. 1080 will be met promptly 
by the Department of state. 

Sincerely yours, 

Yor the Seeretary of State: 


G. Howland Shaw 
Assistant Secretary 


Bnelosure: 


be of inetructions 
February 27, igaa. 
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The Honorable 4 ‘ 
The Secretary of State a 

3 ih 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Reference is made to your letter of Jmuay 12 (NE a90F. 51/44), 
in which the Department of Agriculture is asked to supply an 
agricultural expert for the Government of Saudi Arabia and to 
make suggestions in regerd to the manner in which the mejor 
portion of the expenses could be met by this government. 


The obvious importance of the assignment hes prompted this 
Department to explore all possible sources of suitable person— 
nel. Several individuals are under consideration, and it is 
believed that an appointee can be suggested within two or 
three days. 


As to manner of financing, the Department of Agriculture has 
no funds which can be legally used for the purposes envisaged. 
It is understood that the President's emergency funds can be 


used for such purposes, and it is suggested that an effort be 
made to finance the agricultural expert from this sourca. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pee a 


AsBistant Secretary 
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The Honorable 4 { 
The Secretary of State 





Dear Mr, Secretary: 


HSTERN AL 3 | 
Reference is made to your letter of January 12, 1942, 906F 51/44), 
in which the Department of Agriculture is asked to supply an agricul 
tural expert for the Government of Saudi Arabia and to make sugges— 
tions in regard to the manner in which the major portion of the 
expenses could be met by this Government, and to our letter of January 
31 on the same subject, 


The Soil Conservation Service of tnis Department has consented to 
make available for the assignment Mr, James Guy Hamilton, Senior 
Agronomist from their field office in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Mr, 
Hamilton's qualifications for the position have been discussed with 
Mr. K, S, Twitchell who, we understand, will also be a member of the 
mission, Mr, Hamilton has been instructed to hold himself in readi- 
ness to report for duty as soon as this Department is advised that 
the funds are available for his employment and travel, 


Mr, Hamilton's present salary is in the neighborhood of $5,000 per 
year and it is presumed that the State Department will make arrange- 
ments for him to receive the usual $7.00 per diem, It would also 
appear desirable to provide at least $200 for the purchase of necessary 
scientific equipment, 


The Department of Agriculture will be pleased to make available to 
the members of the Mission any of its facilities which may be useful 
to them in preparation for the work they will undertake in Arabia, 
Arrangements for the Mission's needs in that respect can be made 
through the Office of Foreign Agricultural Helations, 


Sincer yours, 
UndérSecretary at 
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- AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY 
yu rN a MINING DEPARTMENT 

os c. Be 120 BROADWAY,NEW YORK 


of 


VICE PRESIDENT 








G. Howland Shaw, Esa. Assistant Seoretary 
Assistant Secretary 

Department of State 
Washington, De. Ce 


of State 
MAR G 1942 


MR. SHAW 






Dear Sir: 
we 


Birr f 8 
I wish to helmowleae receipt of your letter dat 
February 27th,/arriving in New York on March 4th, appointing 
me Chief of the United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia. 
Your instructions are duly noted. 


I also acknowledge the receipt of two transportation requests 
X which I am using from New York to Washington, as the letter was 
only received by me in New York, being addressed to American 
Smelting and Refining Company's Office here. 


I shall appreciate reimbursement for the railway fare from 
Burlington, Vermont to New York City which was 






Very truly yours, 


YEO 10 


K. S. Twitchell 
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MGRAMDUM TO THE DEPARTMRNT OF TALS 


The Office of Foreign Agricultural elations of thie Department is 
very much interested in the agricultural mission now preparing te pro- 
ceed to Saudi-Arabia. We shall be grateful for any information on 
the agriculture of that area which the Mission will find possible te 
transmit to us in the course of its work. 


Specifically, we shall be especially interested in casic information 
on crop and animal enterprises including the crops grown, yielde, and 
methods used and the auaber and quality of animals kept; methods of 
animel husbandry empleyed; and the production secured. 2 all realize 
thet no statistical information is cvailable and hence regional obser- 
vations and evaluations will be valuable. We are also interested in 
learining about the land-holding system, relationships between owners 
end tenants or laberers, and of course peasant type individual farming, 
if and where practiced, We are also interested in the basic compesi- 
tion of the diet in those arexes and the extent to which the region . 
normally depends on imported supplies of foed. Any information the 
Hiesion can give us on marketing and especially foreign trade in agri- 
cultural commodities will be of great value, especially where rolated 
directly or indirectly to this country, 
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We are intensely interested in the development of the work of the “if6ei ome 
ae to introduction of new crops or varieties and as to the results ms 
tained and would much appreciate information along this line. This wil), & 
of course, be cf the -reatest value to various specialists in the {* 
Department of Acriesitare. 


L. A. Wheeler 
Director 
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t Mr. Gordon Merriam 
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Laird Areher, Require 
Foreign Director, 
Near t Foundation 
17 West 46th Street 
New York, New York 


Dear Mr. Afcheri 


I thank you very much for your letter dated March 13th, 
and stating that you are interested in our Mission and 
will be glad to cooperate with us if and when desired. 


I shall be only too glad to commnloate vith you on ay 
return from thie Mission, but until that time it is im 
possible to make any plans or definite statements as 
everything depends on the results of our present Mission. 
I appreeiate very much your interest. and hope we may be 
sueceesful in helping oh go country to develop and in=- 
erease its prosperity the wellbeing of its inhabi-e 
tants. Their King is one of the outstanding figures of 
present times, I delieve. 


Kind regards, an4 anticipating mesting you some tinue in 
the future, 


Yours sincerely, 
/LO7, 
K. 8. Twitehell 


Cairo, Egypt 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
State Department =z 
= 
Dr. John A. Wilson (Near Eastern Div.) ect 
Chief, Coordinator of Information “2 
Te 
Enclosure: copy of letter from fe 


Near East Foundation, dated 3/13/42 
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NEAR EAST FOUNDATION 
17 West 46th Street 
NEW YORE 


March 13, 1942 


Mr. K. S. Twitchell, Eaq. 
Willard Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Twitchell: 


A copy of Dr. Allen's exchange of corresnondence with you 
has come to Mr. E. C. Miller, Executive Secretary of Near East 
Foundation and myself. As Dr. Allen says, we are interested in any 
of the developments in the Arab field, varticularly in anything 
which will assist in the war efforts of that general area as well 
as for the long pull. 


As Ralph Allee may have told you, one of our personnel, 
a California University man who is an Arab, is now Director of 
Agriculture for The Lebanon as well as adviser to the Department 
of Agriculture in Syria, and for some time we have been conduct- 
ing courses and issuing bulletins which have been made use of in 
Transjordan as well. At one time we conducted a course in Agri- 
culture for village school masters for the Palestine Government 
and as is our policy we successfully encouraged the adontion of 
this course as a permanent part of the educational nrogram of 
that country and then withdrew to take up other work. 


Although the situation as to military service naturally 
has affected our personnel availability, we think we might be 
able to find someone who would be interested in the follow-up pro=- 
gram you have in mind. It would have to be a very seasoned person= 
nel on entering a new field, someone with a good deal of discre- 
tion and balance as well as considerable agricultural and educa- 
tional experience. 


At any rate, we will be interested in your mission and 
in cooperating with you. If as your plans develop you would care 
to have us present the matter to our Board of Directors with 
the idea of assisting you in carrying out your program, we would 
be glad to bring up the matter for discussion if and when you are 
able to tell us more about it. 


As you go about the Department of Agriculture you would 
find someone else wno is somewhat familiar with our type of ap- 
proach in W. C. Lowdermilk, Chief of Research Division, Soil Con-- 


servation Service. 


jit Sincerely, 


cos)  igned/ Laird Archer 
Foreign Director 
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kK. 8. adicuces: Esquire, 

Chief, United States Agricultural Mission 

to Saudi Arabia, 
Care of Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Reference is made to the Department 's communication 
to you of February 27, 1942, ‘in regard to your appointment 
as Chief, United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, 
and to communications of like date addressed to Mr. Albert L. 
Wathen and Mr. James G. Hamilton, respectively, in regard 
to their appointment as Members of this Mission. 

As you are aware, the Mission has been created in re- 
sponse to a request from the Government of Saudi Arabia, 
in order to be of service to the Government and people of 
that country, and to promote good will between them and 
the Government and people of the United States. The 
principal duties of the Mission are to investigate the 
agricultural and related resources of Saudi Arabia, to 
conduct such experiments as may be possible in view of the 
limited time and funds at the Mission's disposal, and to 
furnish friendly counsel to the Saudi Arabian Government. 
The Department is convinced that the personal relationships 
which the Mission's personnel establishes with Saudi Arabian 


officials 
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officials and individuals in civil life can play an 
important part in the success which the Department sincere- 
ly trusts will attend the Mission's work, and believes that 
these relationships should be carefully cultivated. 

You are requested to inform the Department by telegraph 
of the Mission's arrival at Cairo and in Saudi Arabia. You 
should also report briefly by telegraph, if possible, at 
least once a month, after the Mission reaches the scene of 
its activities, in regard to its welfare, progress and plans. 
All telegraphic reports, as well as originals or copies of 
all reports or recommendations made to agencies of this 
Government or to the Saudi Arabian Government, as the case 
may be, copies of memoranda of important conversations, 
et cetera, should be transmitted by the nearest American 
consular or diplomatic officer. You should request the 
officer concerned to transmit written material under cover 
of tranemitting despatches and to indicate therein the dis- 
tribution of originals or copies to other interested agencies 
of the Government, as desired by those agencies or by the 
members of the Mission. 

If you consider that the Department's instructions are 
necessary or desirable in any contingency, instructions 
should be requested, if practicable, through the channel 
above mentioned. You and the members of the Mission may, 
of course, feel free at all times to consult with the 
nearest American consular and diplomatic officer regarding 

any 
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eny problems which arise. 

You should so arrange matters that the Mission's work 
and its return to the United States will be carried out 
within the limitetions of the funds now authorized. While 
the length of time during which the Mission will pursue its 
work is left to your discretion, subject to unforeseen or 
urgent contingencies which may arise, your decision in this 
regerd will, of course, be governed by the foregoing con- 
sideration. 

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


A. 
A. BERLE op 


Assistant Secretary 
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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
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UNITED STATES 


Pec DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  pivision oF FOREIGN 
ICH of m nS ERaAd 
cial icing OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Tne cate txt 
WASHINGTON Wea 
— se clare 


WAR 28 19. 


Depertment of State, 
Office of Fiscal and Budget Affairs. 


Gentlene: 





Reference is made to letter of March 17, 1942, (FA. 
addressed by the Assistant Secretary of State 
Secretary of the Interior, regarding the detail of 
Mr. Albert L. Wathen, Director of Irrigation, Office of 
Indian Affairs, for duty as a member of the United States 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi, Arabia. 


The letter proposes adjustment of funds by billing on 
Form No. 1080, for Mr. Wathen's salary. If it can be satis- 
factorily arranged, this Office prefers advance payment as 
provided by Section 601 of the Economy Act, since this 
method will decrease materially the accounting deteils in 
comeoction with the case. 
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With your permission, this Office will initiate the 
necessary action to place the funds to our credit. Your eanly 
advice will be appreciated. : me] 


Sincerely yours, — 
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Commissioner. 
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sea Coy Tero 
PMW aie 00. a : 
This telegram must be FROM ee 4/1/48. 
paraphrased before being Dated June 16, 1942 6A 
communicated to anyone yn 
other than a Governmental Rec'd 3:03 p.me we 
agency. (BR) ats 


Secretary of Stat¢, 


-_ 


Washington. ! 

1005, June 16, 9 dete | epee | aa 

Department's : » June 5, 10 Delle ( 

| 94 of lp | a/ Legation at Jedda reports as follows, G 

"An error in enciphering Twitchell'!s telegram ° 
increased his request to one million pounds each dots ~ 
milo maize and higera while he actually asked for 100 = He 
pounds (repeat 100 pounds)each. He is being informed & 0 


of the error since Agriculture's inquiry has been sent 
to him already". ““ 
In view of this large reduction in weight it ie _ 
believed that there will be little difficulty in obtaine : 
ing the support of the MESO for the necessary shipping () 
space but before raising the question officially the 
Legation is awaiting receipt from the Agricultural 
Mission of the "reasons" referred to in the last sen» 


tence of the Department's telegram under referenee, 


KIRK 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


SERVICE ADMINISTRATION 


— 
\ AUG ~ 6 1942 
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Chief, Near Eastern Division 
Goof, bra) 4 

Reference is made to cable Ne. 899 dated 31 from Oaire 

anf te supplementary cable No. 1005 dated June 16 from Caire. 


We have referred the request for seed included to the Bureau 

of Plant Industry of this Department, and they have in turn 
communicated with their correspondents in the University of 
Arisona. As you will note, Dr. A. S. Hawkins, of the University 
ef Arisona, has traneamitted the request to the Advance Seed 
Company of Phoenix, Arizona. We believe that the quotations 
mafe by the Advance Seed Company are self explanatory. 
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Rec'd 9:50 aeme 


Secretary of Bievel ae 
Washingtone \7 “tie. % sung 19 


The following is transmitted for Twitchell 
"egricultural mission investigations in Riyadh, 


Alkharj, Qatik .nd Bahrein districts completed. Ins 


= 
tend visiting Hofuf and Jabrin as soon as Je Ge Hami #ton 
a) 


entirely recovers from attack benign tertiary ma larig 
and ..1 Vathen from infected legs. Both convalescin® 
satisfactorily. Will leave as soon as Doctor 
authorizes but recommend you ask agriculture prepare 
for suitable replacemmt, including inoculations in 
ease physician advises against Hamilton continuing 


Expedition after our return from Hofuf, Jabrin trip." 


MOOSE 
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Attached is a drat Sment to the press 
regarding the United States Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia which we propose to release on March 25, 
provided you concur. The Mission left by air on 
March 19 and we should like to release the statement 
after it is well on its way but before it reaches 
Cairo, to anticipate the publicity which will probably 


occur when that point is reached. } 
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DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN ArirAIRS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 








df Conversation 
May Bt ephofie) 
I 31945 \ DATE: January 2, 1942. 


4 


TAN: GOVERNMENT AS TO POSSIBILITY OF 
<PERTS ON AGRICULTURE AND 


SUBJECT: INQUIRY OF SAUD 
OBTAINING 
IRRIGATION 


PARTICIPANTS: Major Bullivan, Executive Officer, United States Army 
North African Mission, War Department 








Mr. Merriam — © 
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In the course of a conversation with Major Bullivan, 

I said I thought he would be interested to know, for back- ~ 
ground purposes, of an inquiry which we had received from 

the Government of Saudi Arabia as to whether American experts 
on agricultural and irrigation matters could be made 

available for advisory purposes. I said that we were 

on the point of communicating with the Departments of 
Agriculture and Interior on the subject. 

Major Bullivan said that this information was gf distinct! 
interest in view of the fact that American Army of tttee were > 
even now flying planes across Arabia. He said it ves ite VF 
obvious that everything possible should be done to ‘secure 


and 


a 


and to retain the good-will of King Ibn Saud and the Saudi 
Arabian Government in order to protect our flyers, some of 
whom might, of course, be forced down in Arabia. meveceen 
while there was no present prospect of building any instal- 
lations in Saudi Arabia, no one could tell what requirements 


the future would bring. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Presentation to King Abdel Aziz Ibn Saud of the US 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabias 


Tw letters addressed te the President by King Abdel 
Azis Ibn Saud and cepies ef telegrams exchanged 
with King Ibn Saud, Emir Saud and Emir Faisal on 
the eccasion of the Minister's return to Caire, 
transmitted. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated _____ May 18, 1942 | Egypt, Kirk 
i Sa |<. 1s” \ 
JB 
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While in Riyadh, Mr. J. G. Hamilton, a member of the Agricultural 





Dear Gordon: 


Mission to Saudi Arabia, asked me to write you about tamarisk attings. 
He was too busy with other things at that moment to do it himself. 
His suggestion was that the Department wire to the United 
States Date Experiment Station at Indio, California, for thirty Athol 
tema risk cutting s, am that they be forwarded to the Legation in 
Cairo through the Operations Officer, Bolling Field, Anacostia. 
(, \o On arrival in Cairo, the package should be unwrapped and the 
packing re-wet. If the cuttings remain in Cairo a week or more; 
the re-wetting operation should be repeated. << 
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The cuttings should be forwarded from Cairo to the Legat ids here 
at the earliest opportunity, and I should be informed by wire in ad- 
vance when to expect them. Then I oan get in touch with Mr. Hamilton 
and arrange for their final disposition. 

The cuttings are intended for King Ibn Seud, and Mr. Hamilton 
thinks that they will be of great value in Saudi Arabia. 

I will write you a further and less specialized letter in a day 
or tw. 


Sincerely, 


Gordon P. Merriam, Esquire, 


Department of State, 
Washington. 
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Copies to Legation at Cairo and to Mr. Hamilton. 
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My doar Mr. Allee! 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter dated May 25, 
1942, from Mr. James 5. Moose, Jr., American Chargd 
a'Affaires ad interim at Jidda, addressed to Mr. Merriam 
of this Division, relating to the desire of Mr. J. G. 
Hamilton of the Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, to 
obtain tamarisk cuttings. 

We should naturally appreciate your assistance in 
the matter and shall be glad to cooperate in any way 
that you may suggest, to the best of our ability. 

Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. All 
Ghief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


ght a Enclosure! 


JUN 


27 1942 From Jidda, dated 
May 25, 1942. 


Mr. Ralph Bi. Allee, 
Office of Foreign ultural Relations, 
Bia i otf to Hi oulture, 


}~ Washington, D. C. 
erie ea 6-26-42 
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 


WILL INDICATE WHETHER 


Full rat 
ae ‘i ell TELEGRAM SENT bia 


Night letter 


— Departuent of State 
Day jetter 
Night letter . ’ Washington, 


— JUL 21 1942 


$ 
AMERIZAN LEGATION ron 


JIDDA (SAUDI ARABIA) 


20 


Reference letter from Moose to Merriam of May 25, 
Agriculture states that tamarisk cuttings will be 


sent in near future in accordance with Hamilton's 


directions. 
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Gul fet U.S, AGRICULTURAL MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA ts, 
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June 1, 1942 iff Pd — 

| Abts 

The Secretary of State . E . 


Washington, D. C. 
Sirs 


I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,of general 
instructions dated March 19, 1942 received at Cairo, Eg pt, May 1, 1942. 


I herewith submit a report of the Mission to date. Messrs. A.L.Wathen 
and J. G. Hamilton have written simple memoranda reports for the fenefit of 
the Saudi Arab Government in its development of its Al Kharj project. The 
essentials of these and future memoranda revorts will be included in the 
final complete report of the Mission, unless you instruct otherwise. It 
is intended to have several copies of the above report printed in Cairo in 
both Arabic and English and distributed as the Saudi Arab Government may 
indicate, It is hoped that the recommendations and data contained therein 
will serve as a guide for much future agricultural development. 


Trip from Washington, D, C, to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


On March 19th at 9:20 A.M. this Mission left Rowling Field, mn 
Washington D. C. (by T.vieA. Stratoliner "Navajo". The passenger list was or 
comprised of Admiral Standley in a party of five going to Moscow and r 
General Russell in a party of two going to India. Landines were made at ~ 
Palm Beach, Fla.; Waller Field (near Port of Spain), Trinidad, Belem (near 
Para), Brazil; Natal, Brazil; Roberts Field, Munrovia; Accra, Gold Coast; 
Kano, Nigeria; Wadi Saidna Airport near Khartoum, Sudan; and Heliopolis 
Airport, Cairo, Egypt at. 2247 P.M., March 26, 1942, Total distance 10,969 
miles and total time“in the air, as reported by one of the officers of the 
plane, was 67?-Héurs 20 minutes, or an average speed of 163 miles per hour.) 
The navigation was perfect, and the crew was most competent and courteous 
in every respect. 
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At Heliopolis, Mr. Jacobs, from the American Legation, Cairo, 
welcomed us. He had arranged comfortable accommodations for us at Shephards 
Hotel, Cairo. . 


On Friday, March 27, the Mission met Alexander Kirk, Esq., Minister 
to Egypt and Saudi Arabia at the American Legation, Cairo. We had a most 
cordial and delightful interview. 
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At 11:00 A.M., March 28th, I called on General Maxwell as arranged 
by Mr. Kirk, At General Maxwell's office I met Colonel Duke and Colonel 
Oliver. With them I went over my maps of Arabia and discussed various 
details as to landing fields and conditions regarding water, transport 
facilities, and political districts. A cable was then drafted and sent 
to Washington. 


On April 1, Mr, Lewis Jones, American Commercial Attache, arranged 
for us to meet Mr, Kahn, Cnief of Middle East Supply Center. He called in 
Major Fleming, Captain Hodder, and Mr. Trouncer. All were much interested 
in our Mission and eager to assist in our obtaining information on Egypt 
which might be useful for Saudi Arabia. All are most anxious that the 
Domestic production of foodstuffs in Saudi Arabia be increased so that 
shipping tonnage may be saved for other purposes, 


On April 2nd we visited the Egyptian Government cotton research 
plant and wheat experimental gardens. Mr. Jas. Philp promised to make up 
a batch of various seeds which Mr. Hamilton thought might be beneficial to 
Saudi Arabia. These seeds are now with us with the exception of those which 
we have planted at Al “harj. 


On April 5th Fuad Abaza Pasha, Director General of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Egypt, called for us to visit the large Arab horse 
farm, experimental gardens, and commercial crops fields, This society is 
doing wonderfully effective work in maintaining the pure blooded Arab horse, 
also in distributing improved seeds for crops and the establishment of im 
proved houses. The work is being done entirely by Egyptian personnel and 
an entirely Egyptian society, Fuad Pasha is ready to assist the Mission in 
any way possible and gave me a personal letter to His Majesty, King Ibn Saud. 
This I delivered to the Finance Minister for transmittal to the King May 16th. 
On May 2lst 1 received a note from King Ibn Saud thanking me for the letter 
and stating he was writing Fuad Pasha direct. 


The friendly cooperation of Egyptians, especially of large societies 
such as the above, is, I think, greatly to be desired. (|For many years there- 
~hes- been friction between Egypt and Saudi arehies) 


Through Mr. Jones we met H. Enan Bey, Undersecretary of Agriculture. 
He was intensely interested in the work of the Mission and showed us his 
newly developed 103 acre farm home on the northwestern outskirts of Cairo. 


On April 14th, Colonel G. de Gaury, probably British Intelligence 
Service, lunched with me, also his assistant, Capt. Pat Uniacke, They had 
just returned from a trip to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with H.B.M. H. S. Bird. 
De Gaury is a very able Arabic student and traveller. Cyril Ousman, British 
Vice~Consul at Jeddah, was also on the above trip to Riyadh and came to 
Cairo. I introduced him to Mr. Kirk. 


As Mr. Kirk was requested to await certain news from Washington, 
it was decided that Mr. James C. Moose, Jr., Charge d' Affaires, American 
Legation, Jeddah, Mr. Wathen, and Mr. Hamilton should proceed by ship to 
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Jeddah to await word as to when to meet Mr. Kirk and myself at tiyadh. 

Mr. Kirk. planned to travel there by air. On April 15th, the Mission called 
om Sheikh Fouzan, the Saudi Arab Government's representative in Cairo. ‘We 
had called on him the day after we arrived from Washington, and, as usual, 

Sheikh Fouzan was most cordial and issued instructions that Sandi Arabian 


visas be given us gratus immediately. On April 17th the party left Cairo 
for Suez and Jeddah, 


On April 2lst I visited units and works of the Inland Water Trans— 
port )of the British Army. ( Excellent. work is being done to use the Nile and 
canals to relieve shipping conditions bétween Port Sudan, Koster, Suez, Port 
Said, and Alexandria. Construction and repatr work could be very greatly 
expedited by the use of American pneumatic and electric drills, saws, riveters, 
borane’ J 

On May 9th, the party of Minister Kirk left for Saudi Arabia. (in 
~Bouglass DC-3 paratroop carrying plane. we left at 6:17 A.M. Peg ere 4 
Habaniya, Iraq at 11:03,where we remained for 47 minutes, and then took off 
for Bahrein where we Landed at 3:32 P.M. The Bahreini Petroleum Company were 
most hospitable in entertaining and housing the entire party of ten, The 
next day we left Bahrein at 1:58 P.M. and landed at King Ibn Saud's camp 
near Bir Rumah at 3:40 P.M. where we were greeted by the Finance Minister, 
Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman al Hamdan. At 6:00 P.M. His Majesty received and 
welcomed us in front of his great tent.) 


At 5:00 P.M. on May llth Minister Kirk formally presented to His 
Majesty, King Ibn Saud, the U. S. Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, 
The King expressed great appreciation and said he felt sure the work and 
advice of the Mission would be of immense benefit to his country. 


At 7:30 P.M. the Finance Minister sent a car for me, and in his 
tent I outlined general plans and itinerary. He was most interested and 
agreed, except that he thought more time would be required on the Al Hasa 
district, 


The following is the itinerary tentatively decided upon, although 
it is to be understood that the times to be spent at various places may vary 
greatly from this estimate: 


May 28 Leave Al Kharj 

* 2 Riyadh 

" 29 Dhahran (California Arabian Standard Oil Company camp) 
June 3 Bahrein 

as 7 Dhahran 

. 8 Qatif 

a" 9 Dammam coast 


" 1017 Hofuf, including Jabrin 
" 18=21 To Riyadh, via Enjabea 
"  22~30 Al Kharj 


“ly 


July 28 Lai'la - Wadi Dawasir 
" 9 Garia in Rub! Al Khali 
"  li-18 Nejran 
" 19—23 Nejran to Abha Asir 
” 23—31 Abha 

August 1-6 Abha, Mesghie, Tihama 


‘i 79 Jizan 

. 1lOm14, Jizan, Aqubat Dthila, Abha 

es 15-25 Abha to Taif 

" 26-27 Taif to Mahad Dahab 

* 28=31 j$Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 


Sept. li Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 
" 5 Rabigh 
n 6 Mastura 
" 7 Yenbo 
" 8—9 Yenbo Nakhil 


" 1015 Ain Eines and Wadi Jizal 
" 16—20 Al Ula and Medaine Saleh 
" 20~30 Anaiza and vicinity 
October 1-13 Hail and vicinity to Duwadami 
"  1he20)=—s Al.s«Kharj and Riyadh 
" 21=25 To Jeddah 
"= =26 Leave Jeddah for Cairo 


On the morning of May 12th all the Kirk party went by car 83 miles 
to Riyadh and took up quarters in Bediah, the usual puest house which is a 
part of the palace of Crown Prince Saud. 


The various audiences, lunches, and dinners with His Majesty, King 
Ibn Saud, Amir Saud, and Amir Feisal are undoubtedly most adequately detailed 
in reports you have already received from the office of Minister Kirk. 


On May lth, at the invitation of the Minister of Finance, Sheikh 
Abdulla Suleiman Al Hamdan, we left Bediah Palace and Riyadh for Al Khar}. 
Sheikh Abdulla met us at the city walls and accompanied us. Minister Kirk, 
with his party, had left the previous evening for the air field at Bir Rumah 


In addition to the U. S. Agricultural Mission there was a British 
party consisting of Major Le Blanc from G.H.Q., Cairo, Cyril Ousman, Vice~ 
Consul at Jeddah, and Mr, Walker, also from the British Legation at Jeddah. 
Major Le Blanc had been sent to study the transportation problems and require— 
ments of King Ibn Saud and conditions in Saudi Arabia. He hopes to arrange 
considerable assistance in various types of equipment, as well as defenses 
of Bahrein and perhaps the oil field at Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The defense 
. ol Iai is still problematical as this country is still officially 
neutral. 


Al Kharj 


. A house had been especially fitted up for the Mission at Al Kharj 
where we arrived at 6:40 P.M., May 14, 1942. 


As previously mentioned, A. L. Wathen amd J. G. Hamilton have 
written a detailed memorandum report for guidance of some of the operations 
at Al Kharj. This report is being translated into Arabic and will be sent 
at once to Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman at Al Kharj as the work recommended 
should be cammenced immediately. 


The Al Kharj project is a reclamation plan initiated entirely 
by the Finance Minister about three and one-half years ago lying 58 miles 
to the south of Riyadh, The California Arabian Standard Oil Company has 
been of vital assistance in having geological, topographical, and general 
surveys and reports made by its geologists and other staff members. It has 
also furnished much pumping and tractor equipment. The Saudi Arabian Mining 
Syndicate, Ltd., has ordered and purchased on behalf of the Saudi Arabian 
Government various agricultural equipment, including tractors. 


The area under irrigation and cultivation at present is 2,500 acres, 
but there is an ultimate possibility of ten times this area if the great pits 
at Al Kharj can provide sufficient water. 


The main crops are dates, wheat, and alfalfa, but sufficient preen 
vegetables are being grown to assist materially the diet at the palaces in 
Riyadh. About 1500 men are employed on the Al Kharj project at present and 
more are soon expected for work on the 15 mile irrigation canal. 


Saudi Arabia has imported the bulk of its foodstuffs in the past 
few centuries, but there are evidences of ancient gardens and cultivation 
in many places. 


The two great sources of water at Al Kharj have not been used as 
far as can be seen as pumps for the lifts of 15 to 25 feet were not avail— 
able. The amount of water is still unknown, The pits are approximately 
300 feet in diameter and 420 feet deep. There is also a considerable amount 
of shallow well and spring water, and accordingly, it is believed the ultimate 
aim of 25,000 acres is not unreasonable, At the present time, when shipping 
space is so vital to the war effort, all the foods which can be grown in 
Saudi Arabia will release shipping space for war material by that amount of 
tonnage. 


From May 14 to 27th the Al Kharj area was examined by the Mission. 
Also, the 1800 acre project at Khafs Daghara, 28 miles south of Al Kharj, 
was visited. This latter area is better wheat land, and a crop is now ready 
for threshing. The Finance Minister initiated this project also, and in the 
eight months since commencing work he has made a marvellous showing, 


Mr. E. L. Wathen has been studying the irrigation and drainage 
problems while Mr. J. G. Hamilton has been investigating the crops. At Al 
Kharj the drainage is immediately essential as a small part of the area is 
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already water—logged and much alkali is appearing which will soon ruin 
the crops unless drainage is instituted. Fortunately, it has been proven 
by the tests we have conducted that much of this area can be drained, and 
plans have been outlined to the Finance Minister, It is gratifying that 
the Mission has already been able to be of actual practical benefit to 
this country. 


Details of crops, crop rotation, planting calendar, use of water, 
and removal of weeds are being given to the Finance Minister for use at 
Al Kharj. 


Al Khar j—Riyadh—Dhahran 


On May 27th we left Al Kharj by car, At the outskirts of Riyadh 
a car from His Majesty awaited us and accompanied us to the Maruba Palace 
as we were told the King would see us immediately. We had a very cordial 
interview of 20 minutes in which the King again expressed his gratitude to 
President Roosevelt and the American Government for the Mission, {Prinee 
Feisal was also present, but as —— of his father he did 
nét--participate in the conversation, 


The King invited ue to — at Bediah Palace, and we did so in 
company with a Mr, Higgiftbottom, Political Resident of Kuwait, who had just 
completed a two day” visit to His Majesty. He said that Minister Bird of 
Jeddah had suggested that he call on the King and see Riyadh as~a matter of 
generat {nterest. He said he had no message nor mission of any kintto 


— 

e proceeded to Dhahran, Al Hasa, arriving at—the-headquarters of 

—the.-California Arabian Standard Oil Company on May 29th. The distance by 
-our—_speedometer_was 635. kilometers or 394 miles from Bediah Palace, Riyadh. 


Dhahran, Al Hasa, Saudi Arabia 





Mr, Charles E. Davis, Acting General Manager of the California 
Arabian Standard O11 Company, and his staff gave us a most cordial welcome, 
A wonderfully comfortable air conditioned house was assigned for our use. 


From May 28th to 31st we studied maps and data which were most 
valuable and informative in all respects. The areas of Al Hasa and Nejd 
have been examined, mapped, and reported upon by the oil company geologists. 
Mr. Davis submitted all reports concerning water and possible cultivable 
areas, and two of the geologists who had made many of the reports gave us 
many additional details and opinions, As a result of the latter it is likely 
we shall visit the oasis of Jabrin, 350 kilometers south of Hofuf. King Ibn 
Saud planted an Ikhwan settlement there, but it failed because of malaria. 
It is possible we may be able to investigate sufficiently to form a plan for 
drainage and destruction of the mosquitoes, 


ote! Tm 


I shall send reports covering as nearly as possible the monthly 
periods, as you requested. 








Yours very truly, 


K. S. TWITCHELL, Chief, 
U.S. Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia. 





Prom; 

KeSeTwitchell, 
c/o U.S.Legation, 
Jedda, Hedjaz, 
Saudi Arabia. 


via Air Mail 
or Dip’ Fouche 


-ne Secretary of State, 
State Department, 
Wa shington, 
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UeS-Ac 


In ly refer to 
NE OOF 614/36 


My dear Hr. Collic”: 


As of interest, there is enclosed herewith = copy 
of the main substance of a report dated June 1, 1942, 
which has been received from Mr. K. 3, Twitehell, Chief, 
United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, of 
which Mr. A. L. Wathen of the Department of the Interior 
and Mr. J. @. Hamilton of the Department of Agriculture 


are nembers. 


Sincerely yours, 


Por the Secretary of State: 


Paul H. All 


ing 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Enolosure: 


Report from 
K. 5, Twitchell, 
June 1, 1942. 
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al orth 13 (Oar 
si Mr. John Collier, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Department of the Interior. 


NE; GPM: DF 7/11/42 por 
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F.61A/33 


My dear Mr. Allee: 

Ae of interest, there is enclosed herewith a copy 
of the main substance of a report dated June 1, 1942, 
whieh has been received from Mr. K. 3. Twitchell, Chief, 
United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, of 
whieh Mr. A. L. Wathen of the Department of the Interior 
and Mr. J. G. Hamilton of the Department of Agriculture 
are members. 

Sincerely yours, 


For the Secretary of State: 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Rastern Affaire 


Enclosure! 


Prom Mr, K. 3. Twitchell, 
Report dated June 1, 1942. 


- Allee, iat 
RR lx “or of Office of i a 
11 Tig Foreign Agricultural Relations, al 


Lb Jat Yao 
Department of Agriculture. 


NE : GPM: DF 7/11/42 ote 
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U, S, AGRICULTURAL MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 


Report No, lL 
June 1, 1942 


The Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C, 


Sir: 


I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
general instructions dated March 19, 1942 received at 
Cairo, Egypt, May 1, 1942. 


I herewith submit a report of the Mission to date, 
Messrs, A.L. Wathen and J, G, Hamilton have written simple 
memorandum reports for tne benefit of the Saudi Arab Govern- 
ment in its development of its Al Khar) project. The es- 
sentials of these and future memoranda reports will be 
included in the final complete report of the Mission, unless 
you instruct ctherwise, It is intended to have several 
copies of the above report printed in Cairo in both Arabic 
and English and distributed as the Saudi Arab Governnent 
may indicate, It is hoped that the recommendatione an’ data 
contained therein will serve as a guide for much future 
agricultural development, 


Trin from Washington, D.C, to Rivadh, Saudi Arabia 


At Heliopolis, Mr, Jacobs, from the American Legation, 
Cairo, welcomed us. He had arranged comfortable accommo— 
dations for us at Shephards Hotel, Cairo, 


ce/¥/9 96S 


On Friday, March 27, the Mission met Alexander Kirk,Esq,, 
Minister to Egypt and Saudi Arabia at the American Legation, 
Cairo, We had a most cordial and delightful interview, 


At 11:00 A.M., March 28th, I called on General Maxwell 
as arranged by Mr. Kirk, At General Maxwell's office I 
met Colonel Duke and Colonel Oliver, With them I went over 
my maps of Arabia and discussed various details as to land- 
ing fields and conditions regarding water, transport facili- 
ties, and political districts. A cable was then drafted and 
sent to Washington, 


On 


> 


od 


On April 1, Mr. Lewis Jones, American Commercial 
Attache, arranged for us to meet Mr. Kahn, Chief of Middle 
East Supply Center. He called in Major Fleming, Captain 
Hodder, and Mr. Trouncer, All were much interested in our 
Mission and eager to assist in our obtaining informatidén on 
Egypt which might be useful for Saudi Arabia, All are most 
anxious that the Domestic production of foodstuffs in Saudi 
Arabia be increased so that shipping tonnage may be saved 
for other purposes, 


On April 2nd we visited the Egyptian Government cotton 
research plant and wheat experimental gardens. Mr. Jas, 
Philp promised to make up a batch of various seeds which 
Mr. Hamilton thought might be beneficial to Saudi Arabia. 
These seeds are now with us with the exception of those 
which we have planted at Al Khar}, 


On April 5th Fuad Abaza Pasha, Director General of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of Egypt, called for us to visit 
the large Arab horse farm, experimental gardens, and com- 
mercial crops fields, This society is doing wonderfully 
effective work in maintaining tne pure blooded Areb horse, 
also in distributing improved seeds for crops and the es- 
tablishment of improved houses, The work is veing done 
entirely by Egyptian personnel and an entirely Egyptian 
society, Fuad Pasha is ready to assist the Mission in any 
way possible and gave me a personal letter to His Majesty, 
King Ibn Saud, This I delivered to the Finance Minister 
for transmittal to the King May 16th, On May e2lst I re- 
ceived a note from King Ibn Saud thanking me for tne letter 
and stating he was writing Fuad Pasha direct. 


Tne friendly cooperation of Egyptians, especially of 
large societies such as the above, is, I think, greatly to 
be desired, 


Through Mr. Jones we mét H, Enan Bey, Undersecretary 
of Agriculture, He was intensely interested in the work of 
the Mission and showed us his newly developed 103 acre 
farm home on the northwestern outskirts of Cairo, 


On April 14th, Colonel G. de Gaury, 
, lunched with me, also his assistant, 
Cant. Pat Uniacke, They had just returned from a trip to 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with HBM, H. S, Bird, De Gaury is a 
very able Arabic student and traveller, Cyril Ousman, 
British Vice-Consul et Jeddah, was also on the above trip 


to 
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to Riyadh and came to Cairo, I introduced him to Mr. Kirk. 


As Mr. Kirk was requested to await certain news from 
Washington, it was decided that Mr. James C, Moose, Jr., 
Charge d'Affaires, American Legation, Jeddah, Mr. Wathen, 
and Mr. Hamilton should proceed by ship to Jeddah to await 
word as to when to meet Mr. Kirk and myself at Riyadh, 

Mr, Kirk planned to travel there by air. On April 15th, 

the Mission called on Sheikh Fouzan, the Saudi Arab Govern- 
ment's representative in Cairo. We had called on him the 
day after we arrived from Washington, and, as usual, Sheikh 
Fouzan was most cordial and issued instructions that Saudi 
Arabian visas be given us gratus immediately. On April 17th 
the party left Cairo for Suez and Jeddah, 


At 5:00 P.M, on May llth Minister Kirk formally pre- 
sented to His Majesty, King Ibn Saud, the U.S. Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia, The King expressed great appreci- 
ation and said he felt sure the work and advice of the 
Mission would be of immense benefit to his country. 


At 7:30 P.M, the Finance Minister sent a car for me, 
and in his tent I outlined general plans and itinerary. 
He was most interested and agreed, except that he thought 
more time would be required on the Al Hasa district, 


The following is the itinerary tentatively decided 
upon, although it is to be understood that the times to 
be spent at various places may vary greatly from this esti- 
mate: 


May 28 Leave Al Khar) 
» 628 Riyadh 
"29 Dhahran (California Arabian Standard 
O11 Company camp) 


June 3 Bahrein 
: ? Dhahran 
7 8 Qatif 
. Damman coast 
"10-17 Hofuf, including Jabrin 
" 18-21 To Riyadh, via Enjabea 
" 92-30 Al Khar} 

July 2-8 Lai'la - Wadi Dawasir 
2° @ Garia in Rub! Al Khali 
" 11-18 Nejran 
: 19-23 Nejran to Abha Asir 


235-31 Abha 


August 


astilnes 


August 1-6 Abha, Mesghie, Tihama 
7-9 Jizan 
° 10-14 Jizan, Aqubat Dthila, Abha 
. 15-25 Abha to Taif 
, 26-27 Taif tc Mahad Dahab 
. 28-31 Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 


Sept, 1-4 Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 
5 Rabigh 
. 6 Mastura 
" 7 Yenbo 
a 8-9 Yenbo Nakhil 


" 10-15 Ain Sines and Wadi Jizal 
A 16-20 Al Ula and Medaine Saleh 
. 20-30 Anaiza and vicinity 
October 1-13 Hail and vicinity to Duwadami 
i 14-20 Al Kharj and Riyadh 
. 21-25 To Jeddah 
® 26 Leave Jeddah for Cairo 


Al Khar} 


A house had been especially fitted up for the Mission 
at Al Kharj where we arrived at 6:40 P.M., May 14, 1942. 


As previously mentioned, A, L. Wathen and J, G, Hamilton 
have written a detailed memorandum report for guidance of 
some of the operations at Al Khar}, This report is being 
translated into Arabic and will be sent at once to Sheikh 
Abdulla Suleiman at Al Kharj as the work recommended should 
be commenced immediately, 


The Al Kharj project is a reclamation plan initiated 
entirely by the Finance Minister about three and one-half 
years ago lying 58 miles to the south of Riyadh, The 
California Arabian Standard 011 Company has been of vital 
assistance in having geological, topographical, and general 
surveys and reports made by its geologists and other staff 
members, It has also furnished much pumping and tractor 
equipment, The Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate, Ltd., has 
ordered and purchased on behalf of the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ment various agricultural equipment, including tractors, 


The area under irrigation and cultivation at present 
is 2,500 acres, but there is an ultimate vossibility of ten 
times this area if the great pits at Al Kharj can provide 
sufficient water, 


The 
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The main crops are dates, wheat, and alfalfa, but 
sufficient green vegetables are being grown to assist ma- 
terially the diet at the palaces in Riyadh, About 1500. 
men are employed on the Al Kharj project at present and 
more are soon expected for work on the 15 mile irrigation 
canal, 


Saudi Arabia has imported the bulk of its foodstuffs 
in the past few centuries, but there are evicencesof ancient 
gardens and cultivation in many pleces, 


The two great sources of water at Al Knarj have not 
been used as far as can be seen as pumps for the lifts of 
15 to 25 feet were not available, The amount of water is 
still unknown. The pits are approximately 300 feet in dia- 
meter and 420 feet deep. There is also a considerable 
amount of shallow well and spring water, and accordingly, 
it is believed the ultimate aim of 25,000 acres is not un= 
reasonable, At the present time, when shipping space ic 
s0 vital to the war effort, all the foods which can be 
grown in Saudi Arabia will release shipping space for war 
material by that amount of tonnage. 


From May 14 to 27th the Al Kharj area was examined by 
the Mission, Also, the 1800 acre project at Khafs Daghare, 
28 miles south of Al Kharj, was visited. This latter area 
is better wheat land, and a crop is now ready for threshing, 
The Finance Minister initiated this project also, and in the 
eight months since commencing work he has made a marvellous 
chowing, . 


Mr, E, L, Wathen has been studying the irrigation and 
drainage problems while Mr. J. G. Hamilton has been investi- 
gating the crops, At Al Kharj the drainage is immediately 
essential as a small part of the area is already water-loggeed 
and much alkali is appearing which will socn ruin the crops 
unless drainage is instituted, Fortunately, it has been 
proven by the tests we have conducted that much of this area 
can be drained, and plans have been outlined to the Finance 
Minister. It is gratifying that the Mission has already 
been able to be of actual practical benefit to this country, 


Details of crops, croprtation, plenting calendar, use 
of water, and removal of weeds are being given to the Finance 
Minister for use at Al Khar}, 


Al 
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On May 27th we left Al Khar} by car, At the outekirte 
of Riyadh a car from His Majesty awaited us and accompanied 
us to the Maruba Palace as we were told the King would see 


us immediately. We had a very cordial interview of 20 


minutes in which the King again expressed his gratitude to 


President Roosevelt and the American Government for the 
Mission, 


Dhahran, Al Hasa, Saudi Arabia 


Mr, Charles E, Davis, Acting General Manager of the 
California Arabian Standard 011 Company, and his staff 


gave us a most cordial welcome. A wonderiully comfortable 


air conditioned house was assigned for our use, 


From May 28th to 3lst we studied maps and data which 


were most valuable and informative in all respects, The 


areas of Al Hasa and Nejd have been exemined, mapped, and 


reported upon by the oil company geologists. Mr, Davis 


submitted all reports concerning water and possible culti- 


vable areas, and two of the geologists who had made many 


of the reports gave us many additional details and opinions, 


As a result of the latter it is likely we shall visit the 
oasis of Jabrin, 350 kilometers south of Hofuf, King Ibn 
Saud planted an Ikhwan settlement there, but it failed 
because of malaria, It is possible we may be able to in- 
vestigate sufficiently to form a plan for drainage and 
destruction of the mosquitoes, 


I shall send reports covering as nearly as possible 
the monthly periods, as ‘you requested, 


Yours very truly, 
K, S. TWITCHELL, Chief, 


U, S. Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia, 


ec/¥19 S05 Mo 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT A. Le Wathen and J. G. Hamilton, members of the 
Mission to Saudi Arabia: 


Agricultural 


Arrive in Jidda on afternoon of April 22 on board the SS TAIF 
and werd installed in the staff quarters of the Saudi Arabian 


Mining Syndicate. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Dated May 2y.1%2. sia” | Saudi arabe, Noose 


File No. _______283 Méppies James 8./376 
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USDA, N=w YORK 


f Taman ie TOF “ UNITED STATES a 
> ‘ STATE 
ac RNMENT DESPATCH AGENCY 


| 45 BROADWTANEINENT VS 


: A 
Os, Vana cC (Os F 
DIVISION OP ‘ RECEIVED 


~ 
MEAK CASTERN AFFAIRS JUL Tedd 2 att 


\% DIVISION OF wr? 
SMicarions anv 


There was duly received vour June 30, NE 890F.61 Th /19, relative 
to a shipment of seed approximating 50 tons oririnatins in California 
and Arizona for shipment to the Saudi ‘rab Governmente 





Dear Mr. Allinz: 


9¢/V19° A068 


The present reil rate from Jrlifornia or ‘Arizona, less cerload 
is ®5.05 per 100 pounds; carload, subject to a minimum of 60,000 
pounds, 997 per 100 pounds. These rates cover crains. If there 
is to be a larze assortment of marden seeds, corn, hear, tomatoes, 
etce, they will be hicher. 


ble The present oserrn rate to Ras Tanura, Jidda, or Fort Suden, 
when vessels ere cellinz et these ports, is %27.00 per 2,240 pounds- 
plus present war surcharce of 47%. 
#(o0 
Insurance rates quoted today are °1.37+ per +@@—pounds declered 
covering all risks- excluding war, plus $22.50 for war, makinc a 
total of $23.87 per $100.00 Seslareds The Department may wish to 
contect the Insurance Section, War Shippine Administration, Washirgton, 
reletive to having that unit cover war risk as the rate should be corm 
siderably less than °22.50. 


We do not anticipete any handling charve in New York Farbor 
unless we are confronted with demurrave while aweitin vessel bein = 
placed on berthe 


HO/Sd 


a 


Ke 
It may be that the Department could obtain permission from the ! : 
Wer Department through the North Atlantic Division, ". S. Engineers, ~ ™ 
to accept the seed for transportation to Vesseawa on an Army Transport: 
supply ship without cherge, as » courtesy to the Saudi Arab Sovernmente 


Sincerely yours, 





Mr. Paul H. Alling, 
Chief, Division of Near 
Bastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
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if the Department perceives no objection, the seed should be 
addressed “AMERICAN LEGATION, JIDDA, SAUDI ARABIA." 


When the seed is packed ready for shipment at place of orifin 
the suppliers should notify this Agency, at which time we will designate 
when to start enroute to avoid demurrage charges at port of embarkation. 


‘ If financial arrangements are to be made through the Guaranty 
Trust Company, New York, they should be instructed to honor request 
of this Avency for ocean freicht and other shipping costse 







— 
foward 
Ue Se Papeete Agent 
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Inty 18, Lo 
In y vefer to 
NE ser’ eih/37 


My dear Mre. Twitchell: 

I am returning the material forwarded with your 
letter of July 9, 1942, as I do not believe that your 
husband could possibly make use of it in Saudi Arabia. 
I presume that material of this sort was of interest 
to him prior to his departure when he was engaged in 
securing priorities for the release and shipment of 
various supplies to the Mining Syndicate. 

Sincerely yours, 


i 


a } 
ial : 


Mre. K. S. Twitchell, 
275 South Prospect Street, 
Burlington, Vermont. 
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My dear Mr. Allee: 
There is enclosed herewith a copy of a tele 

gram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Charg6 d'ffaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return 
journey to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 


d 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Bnelosure: 


As stated. 


bat? 5 Ralph H. Allee - ; 
Office of “Porelen Agricultural Relations ) 
Depa riculture, 
"Fecbivcten. D. C. 
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My dear Mrs. Twitchell: 

There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Chargé d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return journey 
to the United States toward the end of October. 

Sincerely yours, 


Paul H, Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 

Enclosure: 

Paraphrase as 

stated. 

* 

Mrs. K. 8. Twitchell, y 

273 South Prospect Street, 22... 


Burlington, Vermant. 
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In reply refer to 


My dear Mrs. Wathen: 

There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Chargé d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return journey 
to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern affairs 


Enelosures 
Paraphrase as 
stated. 
Mes. A. L. Wathen, wy 
- 2201 Military Road, U0, ‘gt 
North Arlington, Virginia. 42 
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Mrs. 
My dear Hamilton: 


There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Charg$ d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return journey 
to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Enelosure:s 

Paraphrase as / 

stated. me 9 
ues) J. G. Hamilton, JUL Lt 


c/o Mrs, WW. M, Her shman, 
1385 py 39th Street 
Los Angeles, California. 


ci BLS 7/21/42 
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July 22, 1943 


im B9OP,61A/36 


My dear Mr. McCaskill: 

There is enclosed herewith a copy of a tele- 
gram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Chargé d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return 
journey to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near “astern Affairs 


Enclosure: 


As stated. 


Mri J. C. McCaskill, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. €. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BH —___Jidda pet 
This telegram must be 


paraphrased before being Dated July 15, ee PP pk 
communicated to anyone ROM 

other than e Governmental Rec'd 7:50 game, ee 
agencye (BR) Pet 







Secretary of Statc, T te, 
Washin:tone July 22 at 
1949 
s 


OL, duly 15, 5S pets 

The folliowins, message is transmitted for 
Twitchell now at Dhahran. 

"Returnea to Dhahran from Hafuf Jobrin trip 


July 12. Kecommencations being mace to omer 


Se/Y719°AS0FS 


Arabien Government which woulc increase cate ros 


duction and cecreuse malaria in Jobrin cashes. 


; 
also that would increase productivity in Hut ge 
oasis and improvenent of present 27,000 acres by 
more efficient drainage and on areas approximating 
5,000 acres Each by use and re-use of drainage water 
with ultimate use of artesian wells if possible. 
SeudieéArab Governnent already benefiting same areas 


by using crainage methods advised Ly mission. 


Reception everywhere very cordial end cooperative. 


cd 


Hamiltion and Wathen now entirely recovered perfect 


health. Hoping proceed Riya Ohalkharj and Aflaj 


NTA 


leaving Dhahran about July 19". 
MOOSE 
WSB 


PARAPHRASE 
of Telegram from Jidda, July 15, 1942 
no. 31 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


The Legation transmits the following message for 
Twitchell who is now at Dhahran: 


On July 12 we returned to Dhahran from the trip to 
Horfuf and Jobrin. The Saudi Arabian Government will soon 
receive recommendations from us looking to decreasing 
malaria and increasing date production in the Jobrin oasis, 
also to increasing the productiveness of the Hofuf oasis 
and improving the present acreage of 27,000 acres by better 
drainage and of areas of about 5,000 acres each by using and 
re-using drainage water, ultimately, if possible, with the 
use of artesian wells. By using drainage methods advised 
by the Mission, the Saudi Arab Government is already benefit- 
ing the same areas. We have had a cordial and cooperative 
reception everywhere. Wathen and Hamilton are now in perfect 
health, having entirely recovered. We hope to leave Dhahran 
aries uly 19 in order to proceed to Riyadh, Al Kharj and 
Aflaj. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


a 
‘2 i af e 
¥ si Fahy. iy 
nia rien Ts = Ey 
. Paul Hf. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near 
Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Alling: 


In Mr. Allee's temporary absence from the office, I am 
replying to your letter of June 27 (NE 890F.61A/31) which 
enclosed a letter from James S. Moose, Jr., American Chargé 
a'Affaires ad interim at Jidda, in which he requested cut- 
tinge of tamarisk for Saudi Arabia. 


We have taken this matter up with the U.S. Plant Introduc- 
tion Garden, Coconut Grove, Florida, and we have been 
advised that the cuttings will be supplied in the near 
future, taking steps to see that the material is sent in 
accordance with the instructions contained in Mr. Moose's 
letter. 


Sincerely yours, 


Assistant Director 


CELE @ TAC 
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